
Japanese Barberry 
(Berberis thunbergii) 

 

Key Facts: 

 Country of origin: Japan 

 Date of arrival: 1875 

 Impact: outcompetes native trees and shrubs 

 How to control it: herbicide 

 Where it grows: in shaded 

or partially shaded areas 

 How to identify it: bright 

red berries; thin spines on 

branches 

 Planted as an ornamental  

 

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/profile/japanese-barberry 

https://www.eddmaps.org/distribution/usstate.cfm?sub=3010 

 

Current Range: 

Spread by birds that eat 

the berries 


